
COUNCIL 
 
At a meeting of the Council on Wednesday, 14 September 2016 in the Council 
Chamber, Runcorn Town Hall 
 

 
Present: Councillors Philbin, Abbott, S. Baker, D. Cargill, E. Cargill, Cassidy, 
Dennett, Edge, Fry, C. Gerrard, Gilligan, Harris, P. Hignett, R. Hignett, S. Hill, 
V. Hill, Howard, Jones, P. Lloyd Jones, C. Loftus, K. Loftus, Logan, A. Lowe, 
J. Lowe, MacManus, McDermott, A. McInerney, T. McInerney, Morley, Nelson, 
Parker, Polhill, C. Plumpton Walsh, N. Plumpton Walsh, Joe Roberts, 
June Roberts, Rowe, Sinnott, G. Stockton, J. Stockton, Thompson, Wall, 
Wallace, Wharton, Woolfall and Zygadllo  
 
Apologies for Absence: Councillors  M. Bradshaw, J. Bradshaw, Cole, J Gerrard, 
Horabin, M. Lloyd Jones, Nolan, Osborne, Wainwright and Wright 
 
Absence declared on Council business: None   
 
Officers present: D. Parr, I. Leivesley, M. Reaney, P. Fenwick and A. Scott  
 
Also in attendance:  None 

 

 
 Action 

(N.B. Councillors Polhill and Wharton declared a Disclosable Other 
Interest in the following item of business as they were Board 
Members of the Mersey Gateway Crossings Board) 

 

  
COU29 MERSEY GATEWAY BRIDGE  
  
  Council considered a report of the Operational 

Director, Legal and Democratic Services, regarding the 
Road User Charging Scheme (RUCSO) for the Mersey 
Gateway Bridge and the Silver Jubilee Bridge. 
 
 IT WAS UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED: That Council 
 

1) confirm that no further consultation is required in 
respect of the RUCSO; 

 
2) confirm that no public inquiry is required to be held 

into the making of the RUCSO; 
 
3) make the RUCSO in the form (or substantially the 

same form) as that in Appendix A, attached to the 
report, and to delegate to the Operational Director, 
Legal and Democratic Services, the authority to 
make any non-material or consequential 
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amendments to the RUCSO as are necessary to 
give it effect; 

 
4) resolve that the charging scheme under the 

RUCSO come into effect on 1 July 2017, subject 
to the RUCSO being made by the Council (the 
appointed day); 

 
5) resolve that the charging scheme be suspended in 

full from the appointed day until the date that the 
Mersey Gateway Bridge is operational and fully 
open to all traffic (the “permission to Use Date”); 
and 

 
6) authorise the Operational Director, Legal and 

Democratic Services to take all necessary steps 
to:- 

 
i) bring the RUCSO into effect; 
ii) to suspend the charging scheme until the 

Permission to Use Date; and  
iii) lift the suspension and impose the charging 

scheme from the Permission to Use Date. 
   
COU30 PART II OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT (MISCELLANEOUS 

PROVISIONS) ACT 1976 (MINUTE COU 76 REFERS) 
 

  
  Council considered a report of the Strategic Director, 

Enterprise, Community and Resources, on the adoption of 
Part II of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) 
Act 1976. 
 
 RESOLVED: That 
 

1) to the extent that they are not already in force, the 
provisions of Part II of the Local Government 
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 (the 1976 
Act) (other than Section 45), are to apply to the 
whole area of the Council on and after the 
appointed day; 

 
2) the appointed day for the purposes of this 

resolution shall be 24 October 2016 (being not 
before the expiration of the period of one month 
beginning with the day on which the resolution is 
passed); and 

 
3) all powers, duties and provisions in the Council’s 

Constitution relating to Part II of the Local 
Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 
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and all existing policies, practices and conditions 
relating thereto shall continue to apply on and 
after the appointed day.  

   
COU31 LOCAL GOVERNMENT (MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS) 

ACT 1982 SECTION 3 AND SCHEDULE 4 - STREET 
TRADING (MINUTE COU77 REFERS) 

 

  
  Council considered a report of the Strategic Director, 

Enterprise, Community and Resources, on the designation 
of streets for the purposes of Street Trading. 
 
 RESOLVED: That  
 

1) to the extent that they are not already so 
designated for the purposes of Schedule 4 of the 
Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 
1982, the streets listed in the Schedule to this 
resolution shall be designated on and after the 
designation day as prohibited streets or consent 
streets as indicated in the Schedule;  

 
2) the designation day for the purposes of this 

resolution shall be 24 October 2016 (being not 
before the expiration of the period of one month 
beginning with the day on which this resolution is 
passed); 

 
3) all powers, duties and provisions in the Council’s 

Constitution relating to the provisions of Schedule 
4 of the Local Government (Miscellaneous 
Provisions) Act 1982 and all policies, practices 
and conditions relating thereto shall continue to 
apply on and after the designation day; and  

 
4) the Operational Director, Legal and Democratic 

Services, be directed to publish the (Schedule 4) 
notices required by Schedule 4 Paragraph 2 (9) of 
the 1982 Act. 
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COU32 SCHEDULE 12A OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 

1972 AND THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT (ACCESS TO 
INFORMATION) ACT 1985 

 

  
       Council considered: 

 
(1) whether Members of the press and public 

should be excluded from the meeting of the 
Board during consideration of the following item 
of business in accordance with Sub-Section 4 

 



of Section 100A of the Local Government Act 
1972 because it was likely that, in view of the 
nature of the business to be considered, 
exempt information would be disclosed, being 
information defined in Section 100 (1) and 
paragraph 3 of Schedule 12A of the Local 
Government Act 1972; and 

  
     (2)  whether the disclosure of information was in 

the public interest, whether any relevant 
exemptions were applicable and whether, when 
applying the public interest test and 
exemptions, the public interest in maintaining 
the exemption outweighed that in disclosing the 
information. 

 
          RESOLVED: That as, in all the circumstances of 
the case, the public interest in maintaining the 
exemption outweighed the public interest in disclosing 
the information, members of the press and public be 
excluded from the meeting during consideration of the 
following item of business in accordance with Sub-
Section 4 of Section 100A of the Local Government Act 
1972 because it was likely that, in view of the nature of 
the business, exempt information would be disclosed, 
being information defined in Section 100 (1) and 
paragraph 3 of Schedule 12A of the Local Government 
Act 1972.  

   
COU33 PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT AT VENTURE FIELDS, 

DENNIS ROAD, WIDNES (MINUTE EXB 26 REFERS) 
 

  
  Council considered a report of the Strategic Director, 

Enterprise, Community and Resources, regarding a decision 
taken by the Chief Executive, under urgency powers on the 
proposed development at Venture Fields, Dennis Road, 
Widnes. 
 
 RESOLVED: That Council note the action taken by 
the Chief Executive under urgency powers, to include £6m 
in the Council’s Capital Programme in respect of the Venture 
Fields development, agreed by Executive Board on 14 July 
2016. 

 

   
 MAYOR'S ANNOUNCEMENT  
   
  The Mayor had recently attended the opening of the 

museum at Norton Priory, Runcorn. He congratulated all 
those that had been involved in the project and encouraged 
all to visit the new facilities. 

 



   
 
 

Meeting ended at 6.35 p.m. 


